Leader Overview
Volume Overview
Expect the Unexpected
We all make plans—plans for where we’re going and what we want to do. But life is more often a story of unexpected interruptions. Our faith helps us to recognize God’s hand at work in unanticipated ways. By faith we learn to embrace life’s interruptions as the place God so often does miraculous things. We learn to respond with compassion and faith when things seem impossible.
Session Overview
Welcome Interruptions
In this Live session, preschoolers will explore when Peter and John stopped to notice a needy man who received healing. Preschoolers will discuss how they can listen to the Holy Spirit and do something to help people in need through God’s power. They will be reminded that they can show God’s love when they interrupt what they’re doing simply to show attention and care for those who need it.
Bible Lesson
Peter and John Encounter a Beggar
Acts 3:1–11
Faith Fact
I can take time for others.
Faith Verse
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NLT)
Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.
Preparing for the Session
Leader Preparation Time: 20–25 Minutes
	You Will Need
Preservice Activities
	•	Toys including several small toys
	•	Butter-flavored or cheese crackers
Large Group
	•	Bible
	•	Worship songs (Song suggestions: “Your Love for Me” Lyric Video by North Point Kids; “Go Anywhere” Lyric Video by Rend Co. Kids; “Faithful” by Valley Creek Kids)
	•	For groups not using a phone or tablet only, add:
	•	Projector or TV
	•	Laptop
	•	Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing)
	•	Faith Fact Slide
	•	Faith Verse Slide
	•	Faith Verse Video
	•	Bible Lesson Video A
	•	Bible Lesson Video B
Small Group
	•	Stopwatch (preferred) or phone with a stopwatch feature
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
	•	Small Group Feet-to-Floor Game Time Page, one per group
	•	Floor-safe tape
	•	Paper money
	•	Small cross (necklace, key tag, or similar) If this isn’t available, make a cross from craft sticks taped together or use a heart shaped item.
	•	Piece of paper
	•	Black crayon
	•	Optional: Paper and crayons for kids
To access session content and videos from a computer, visit: BibleEngagementProject.com/downloads


	Getting Ready
Preservice Activities
	•	Set out toys and snacks.
Large Group
	•	Download videos and slides if needed.
	•	Select worship song(s) and have them ready to play.
Small Group
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.
	•	Print the Small Group Feet-to-Floor Game Time Page.
	•	Tape a finish line at one end of the space.
First time leading Live for Preschool? Check out the Facilitator Guide.




Preservice Activities
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.
Bible Story Warm-Up
Who likes to play with toys? (Group response) Toys can be lots of fun. In fact, I have a few of them with me today. Have any of you ever played with one of these?
•	Hold up each toy and allow kids to respond.
Have you ever been playing with your toys and your parent tells you to stop and help them with something?
Did you want to stop what you were doing?
What emotion did you feel when you were told to stop playing and help? Did you feel happy? Sad? Angry?
What your parent did was interrupt you. An interruption is anything that stops what you’re doing or gets in the way of your plan. Sometimes it’s hard to be interrupted, and we don’t usually like it. Our lesson today is about two men who were interrupted on their way to the temple, which is kind of like our church. Instead of being mad about the interruption, they welcomed it because they could help someone in a very special way. They showed him how much God cared about him.
Snack
Butter-Flavored or Cheese Crackers
Let’s learn a little bit more about each other as we eat our snack.
•	Hand out snacks and give each kid the same amount.
•	If kids don’t know each other, have them tell the group their names.
As you can see, we’re having crackers today. Before you can eat a cracker, I want you to ask one person a question. Think of something that will help you learn more about them. You might ask them what their favorite color is, if they have a pet, or what they like to do for fun. There are so many questions that you can ask, and each time you do you’re taking time to learn something about another kid.
•	Give kids time to ask questions of each other.
•	Ask additional questions as you have time.
That’s pretty awesome to learn more about each other! When you take time to learn about other people, you show them that you care about them. We show them the love of Jesus. Today, we’ll find out about a couple of people who took time to show someone they cared by helping him in a very special way.
Free Play
Any extra time can be spent playing with toys.
Transition
A few minutes before service begins have kids make their way to the large group area and sit in their designated areas.










Large Group
25 Minutes
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

Introduction
Hi, kids! I’m so excited to be here with you today! We’ll have so much fun learning from God’s Word together. (Hold up the Bible.) If you’re excited to be here, raise your hand! (Group response) Today, we’ll explore a story about Peter and John, who were interrupted on the way to the temple. That interruption became God’s special way to help someone. We’ll talk about how God wants to show us people who need to know that He loves them. God will help us do something for them to show how much He cares about them.
Faith Fact
God can use us for mighty things when we take time for others. So that’s our Faith Fact for today! I can take time for others.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Let’s say it together. The first time we say it, let’s point at ourself and whisper it quietly. I can take time for others. (Group response) Great! This time let’s point at someone else and shout it. I can take time for others.

Bible Time
One of the most important things we do together is learn from God and His Word, the Bible. We have a special friend to help us do that. Let’s see what Lizzy is doing.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video A.

I’m glad Grandpa and Lizzy gave us some time to think. Later, I’ll ask you what you think will happen next in our Bible story. Let’s worship God now.

Worship
When we listen to and obey God’s Word, we show Him how much we love Him. Another way we can show God how much we love Him is by telling Him. Let’s focus on God for a few minutes and tell Him how much we love Him.
Praise
Who wants to thank God for loving for us? Put both hands on top of your heart. (Group response)
Do you want to show His love to others? Shout, “Yes!” and clap your hands. (Group response)
Who wants to tell God you love Him? Wave your hands up high. (Group response)
Sing
We can also worship God by singing. Let’s do that now.
•	Lead the kids in singing one or two songs. See song suggestions at the beginning of the session.
Prayer
I’m so glad we can talk to God any time. Let’s bow our heads and talk to God like He’s sitting right here with us.
	Dear God, we praise You for Your goodness. Thank You for Your great, big, deep love that never ends. We invite You to speak to us through Your Holy Spirit today. Amen.



Bible Time cont’d
•	Start Bible Lesson Video B and pause on the image of the two choices.
I think Grandpa and Lizzy will be back soon. Let’s put on our thinking caps (demonstrate) and think about what will happen next in our story. Do you think Peter and John hurried past the man into the temple? (Point to “walking man” graphic.) Or did they stop to help the man who couldn’t walk? (Point to “red hand” graphic.)
If you think Peter and John hurried past him, move your feet like you’re hurrying. If you think they stopped to help the man, hold both hands out in front of you like you want someone to stop.
•	Pause while kids respond.
Let’s find out if you’re right! Let’s check back in with Lizzy and Grandpa.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video B.

How amazing that God used Peter and John to do a miracle for that man! I love that God invites us to help others and be a part of His miracles.
Response Time
Play a worship song quietly.
Let’s respond to what we’ve learned from God and His Word. Put your binoculars on (demonstrate). We’re putting these on because we’re asking God to help us see people who need us. We want God to interrupt us so that we can take time to care for others.
•	Have the kids repeat phrases of the prayer after you.
	Dear God, I want to help those around me. Speak to me through Your Holy Spirit when You want me to take time for someone else. Help them feel Your love. Use me for that today. Amen.


Faith Verse
God loves it when we learn Bible verses from His Word. Let’s say our Faith Verse and do the actions together.
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NLT)
Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.
•	Show the Faith Verse Video.

Let’s all say it together.
•	Optional: Teach only the first part of the verse in this session. Work on the rest in later sessions.
Proverbs (hands at waist, spread apart, palms up and out)
3: (hands together like a clap)
5–6 (hands opened to “book”)
Trust in the LORD (point up to heaven)
with all your heart; (place hands on heart)
do not depend on your own understanding. (bow head and place hands on head)
Seek his will (raise one arm and point to sky)
in all you do (spread out arms and spin around)
and he will show you (put hand over eyes like looking far away)
which path to take. (run in place)
Closing
Have you had as much fun as I have learning more about God and how we can take time for others? (Group response) We worshipped Him by singing and praying. We learned a Faith Verse from the Bible. We discovered the Holy Spirit will help us see others who need us to take time for them.
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing).

Oh, good! That sound means it’s time to say our Faith Fact one more time so we will remember it. I can take time for others.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Let’s move our arms around in big circles like a clock’s hands while we say our Faith Fact together. Ready? I can take time for others. Now, turn your arms in the opposite way and say it again. I can take time for others.
Dismissal to Small Groups
Great job! Now, it’s time to go to our circles where we’ll spend time in our very special small groups.
•	Dismiss the kids by groups.
	
Leader Tip: This can be done by assigning color teams or by age groups. Note that some young preschoolers may not know their age. Using a colored sticker, jersey, or wristband will help separate the kids and help identify their small groups.








Small Group
25 Minutes
See supplies and prep instructions at beginning of session or in each activity below.
	
Leader Tip: Small groups can alternate to each circle, or all groups can do each activity at the same time. If you choose to alternate, you will need at least one leader per circle.



Circle 1
Group Connection
Timekeeper
	You Will Need
	•	Stopwatch (preferred) or phone with a stopwatch feature
No prep needed for this activity.



(Hold up the stopwatch.) Does anybody know what this does? (Allow responses.) It’s kind of like a clock except it doesn’t tell time. It tells how long something takes to do. It’s called a stopwatch. They call it that because you can start and stop tracking time with it. Sometimes people use this when they’re racing to see how fast they can go. Sometimes people time how long they can do something, such as stand on one leg.
I have a really fun idea. Let’s time ourselves doing some things and see how fast we can go. Why don’t we time how long it takes for each one of us to say our Faith Fact. Let’s practice together one time. Repeat after me: I will take time for others. (Group response) Awesome, now let’s do this! I’ll start the stopwatch and say the Faith Fact first. Then, we’ll go around the group until everyone has said it. Ready? I’ll start the stopwatch. Then, we’ll each say the Faith Fact.
•	Begin the stopwatch and then say the Faith Fact.
•	Celebrate regardless of how long it takes everyone to recite the Faith Fact.
That was amazing! You are some speedy talkers and quick learners. Do you want to try it again and see if we can go faster? (Group response) Let’s go.
•	Start the stopwatch again and time the whole group saying the Faith Fact.
Well done! Time was important in our Bible story. Peter and John were interrupted on their way to the temple, but they took time to help someone. We can take time to help people, pray for them, smile at them, or just greet them by saying, “Hi.” I want to be someone who always takes time for others. Do you want to do that? (Group response)
•	Optional: If time allows, time kids doing other things like balancing on one leg, hopping, running across the room and back, etc.

Circle 2
Activity Page Time
Story Sequence
	You Will Need
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
Getting Ready
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.



A lot happened in our Bible story today. Let’s see what we remember.
•	Hand out a copy of the Small Group Activity Page, a pencil, and crayons to each kid.
What is happening in each of these pictures? (Allow responses.) Hmm. Are these pictures in order to match what happened in the story? (Group response) Let’s see if we can figure out what happened first in the Bible story. Point to that picture. (Group response) Put a number 1 in the box by that picture. Then, let’s see if we can figure out what happened next.
•	Assist kids as needed to complete the sequence of pictures.
•	Let kids color the pictures if they have time.
Great job putting the story pictures in order! This is a wonderful Bible story to show how Peter and John made time for this man and how God used that interruption to heal him. It’s a great reminder that we can take time to help others.
•	During the activity, interrupt and practice the Faith Fact: I can take time for others.
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video. Review the Faith Fact even if you can’t play the sound.


Circle 3
Feet-to-Floor Game Time

Stop, Wait, and Go
	You Will Need
	•	Small Group Feet-to-Floor Game Time Page, one per group
	•	Floor-safe tape
Getting Ready
	•	Print the Small Group Feet-to-Floor Game Time Page.
	•	Tape a finish line at one end of the space.



Who’s ready to play a game? (Group response) Awesome! Before we play our game, can anyone tell me what our Faith Fact is? (Allow responses.) That’s right! I can take time for others. Today’s game will let us practice doing just that. You will try to get to the finish line where I’ll be standing. (Point to the taped line.) First, you’ll line up at the starting point. (Point to where you want kids to start opposite the finish line.)
•	Hold up the Small Group Feet-to-Floor Game Time Page.
What is this? (Allow responses.) We’ll use this stoplight in our game. What do each of the colors tell us to do? (Allow responses.) When I point to the green light, you’ll hop across the space toward the finish line. When I point to the red light, you’ll stop. Those are pretty easy. Our Faith Fact is about taking time to help others. When I point to the yellow light, you’ll stop, look at the person closest to you, and say the Faith Fact. Each time you say the Faith Fact, try to choose a different person to say it with. Let’s say the Faith Fact together now. I can take time for others. The first person to make it to the finish line is the winner and will get to hold up the stoplight to help me lead the next round of our game.
•	Allow kids to play this game for as long as time permits. Consider changing out the hopping motion for skipping, taking giant steps, crawling, etc.
Wow! You did an amazing job! I loved that even though we were racing, everyone took time to say the Faith Fact with a friend when we were interrupted by the yellow light. When we remember that people are more important than what we’re doing, we can show them the love of Jesus.

Circle 4
Hands-On Learning
Texture Rubbing Object Lesson
	You Will Need
	•	Paper money
	•	Small cross (necklace, key tag, or similar) If this isn’t available, make a cross from craft sticks taped together or use a heart shaped item.
	•	Piece of paper
	•	Black crayon
	•	Optional: Paper and crayons
No prep needed for this activity.


Does anyone remember what the man sitting at the gate asked Peter and John for in our Bible story? (Allow responses.) That’s right, he asked for money! (Hold up the paper money.) Did Peter and John give him any money? (Group response) No. Instead, they gave him something different. They called on Jesus to help the man to be able to walk. Jesus answered, and the man stood up and walked. Do you think the man was sad that they didn’t give him money? (Allow responses.)
He might have been sad at the beginning, but I don’t think he was sad after he was healed. What Peter and John gave him lasted way longer than money would. It’s kind of like this paper money. As soon as you spend it, it’s gone. It only lasts as long as you have it. It’s like this.
•	Take the paper money. Place it under one half of the blank piece of paper. Use your crayon to lightly shade over it. Only the outline will be transferred over.
You can’t see the paper money. Instead, all you can see is that there was something there at one time. Now, what if I put this cross under my paper? (Hold up cross.) Do you think we’ll be able to tell what it is when I color over it? (Group response) Let’s try!
•	Take the cross and place it under the other half of the blank piece of paper. Use your crayon to lightly shade over it. The outline of the cross should now show on the piece of paper.
Look! The cross is right there. Everyone can see it. The cross left a lasting impression. The gift of the man being healed and able to walk would last his entire life. God left a lasting impression on him and all the people nearby. Because Peter and John welcomed the interruption and took time to help the man, they showed everyone there the love and power of Jesus, and that lasts forever.
•	Optional: If time allows, let kids make their own rubbings of the money and cross.
Dismissal
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing).

•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Wow, friends! It’s almost time to go. I have an idea! Let’s say the Faith Fact together one last time. I can take time for others. So good! I had a great time learning more about God’s Word with you. See you next time!
•	Send home the Small Group Activity Page with each kid.
•	Remind parents that there are Family Devotions available on the app to do with their kid.
•	Tell everyone the date and time for the next session.
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